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INTRODUCTION

The current Monitoring Report is prepared in accordance with:

SEA Report of the INTERREG - IPA CBC Programme Bulgaria - Serbia

DIRECTIVE 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment
(referred to as the SEA Directive)

Relevant Bulgarian legislation:

e Environmental Protection Act

¢ Climate change mitigation Act

¢ Biological Diversity Act

e Protected Areas Act

o Water Act

e Soils Act

e Waste Management Act

e Tourism Act

e Bulgarian national rules on the terms and procedures for assessment of the compatibility of plans, programs,
projects and investment proposals with the objectives and purposes of the preservation of the protected areas
(last amended as of 30.11.2012)

e Environmental Assessment Statement ref. Ne 8-5/2014 issued by the Ministry of Environment and Water
(MoEW) of the Republic of Bulgaria

Relevant Serbian legislation:

Law on Air Protection

Law on Waters

e Law for Environment Protection
e Energy Law

e Law on Energy Efficiency

e Law on Nature Protection

e Law for Environment Protection
e Law on Waste Management

e Lawon Tourism

e Law on Heritage Protection



GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE PROGRESS OF THE PROGRAMME IMPLEMENATION

The Programme was officially approved on 30th of July 2015 with EC Decision Ne C (2015) 5444.

During 2016 an amendment of the INTERREG - IPA CBC Programme Bulgaria - Serbia (the Programme) was
performed concerning the establishment of baseline and target values of qualitative programme result indicators and
does not influence the envisaged Programme priorities and activities, respectively does not require new SEA report

and new Environmental statement by the MoEW.

35 subsidy contracts under the First Call for proposals of the Programme were signed on 24™ of November 2016,
including 26 investment and 9 soft projects.

INFORMATION ON THE MEASURES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR PREVENTION, REDUCTION AND
ELIMINATION AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE OF POTENTIAL NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES FROM THE
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION

According to item I “Measures and requirements for prevention, reduction and elimination as completely as possible
of potential negative consequences from the Programme implementation” of the MOEW Environmental Statement, the

following requirements shall be met:

1. Plans, programmes and projects, as well as investment proposals, subject of INTERREG-IPA CBC Programme
Bulgaria-Serbia, which fall in the scope of the Bulgarian Environmental Protection Act or outside it, and under the
provisions of Art. 31 of the Biological Diversity Act are a subject of compatibility assessment with the scope and
purpose of the preservation of protected areas. The above interventions may be approved only after a positive
decision/statement on the EIA/SEA/environmental compliance assessment, following the respective
recommendations, as well as the conditions, requirements and measures set in the decision/statement;

2. The development of tourism should be in conformity with the recreation capacity of the territory and a proper
waste water treatment and waste management are to be ensured.

3. Activities as "safari" hiking, "off-routes" tracking for monitoring of rare and endangered species” should not be
included in the development of tourist packages under Priority Axis 1, since they lead to significant damages on

the environment and in particular on Biodiversity .

Taking into consideration the above requirements the Managing Authority DG TCM has included all of them in the

Guidelines for applicants (GfA) under the First Call for proposals, as follows:

e Every investment proposal envisaging construction works is required to present as an attachment to the application
form (AF) a positive environmental impact assessment (EIA) required by the national legislation or a statement
issued by the relevant body clearly stated that Environmental Impact Assessment is not necessary;

o All investment activities have to be in line with the relevant national legislation for the respective type of

construction works (including those related to development of tourism);



e Activities as "safari" hiking, "off-routes" tracking for monitoring of rare and endangered species” are included in

the lists of ineligible activities for all Priority axes (PA).

According to the provisions in GfA, in case of investment projects that envisage construction works, the applicants

shall provide:

- either Positive Environmental Impact Assessment (positive opinion from the relevant body), required by the
national legislation (B4.4)
- or Statement issued by the relevant body clearly stated that Environmental Impact Assessment is not necessary

(notary certified for Bulgarian partners and certified by the responsible administrative body - for Serbian partners).

At application stage all 15 of the approved for financing projects that envisaged construction works provided
the requested documents issued by the competent environmental bodies (according to the respective national
legislation) showing that an EIA is not required since the planned activities will not affect directly natural habitats and
protected areas, as well as there is no possibility of negative effect on the environment and human health.

The rest of the projects approved for financing do not envisage construction works and respectively
ElA/statements from the competent environmental bodies are not required for the implementation of their activities.

During the assessment process the compatibility of the project proposals to the above requirements was duly

checked by the assessors and only projects that met the above criteria were proposed and approved for financing.

After contracted, all approved projects under the first call performed a self-assessment on the expected
environmental consequences of the envisaged project activities in regard to the six environmental issues (Air and
climate; Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora; Water; Soil; Population and Human Health; Cultural/Natural Heritage and
Landscape). For the purpose of the self-assessment the questionnaire in section 10.2 of the SEA Report was used and

the results are compared to the expected consequences for respective Specific objective according to the SEA report.
The distribution of projects by Specific objectives (SO) under the Programme is as follows:

- SO 1.1 “TOURIST ATTRACTIVENESS: Supporting the development of competitive tourist attractions
achieved through cooperation, thus contributing to the diversification of tourist product(s) in the cross-border region”

— 10 projects;

- SO 1.2 “CROSS-BORDER TOURISTIC PRODUCT: Capturing economic benefits from development of
natural and cultural heritage in the border area through creating common cross-border touristic destination(s)” — 1

project;

- SO 1.3 “PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE NETWORKING: Capitalising the effect of cultural, historical and natural

heritage tourism on border communities through common actions” — 1 project;



- SO 2.1 “SKILLS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP: Supporting the development of attractive environment for

advancement of young people in the border region achieved through cooperation” — 11 projects;

- SO 2.2 “PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE NETWORKING: Promote cooperation initiatives for and with young people,

thus enhancing mobility of young people across borders” — 2 projects;

- SO 3.1 “JOINT RISK MANAGEMENT: To prevent and mitigate the consequences of natural and man-made

cross-border disasters” — 8 projects

- SO 3.2 “3.2 NATURE PROTECTION: Promoting and enhancing the utilization of common natural resources,

as well as stimulating nature protection in the programme area, through joint initiatives across the border” — 2 projects.

The table below presents a summarized information on the performed by the project beneficiaries self-
assessment including where applicable any findings and measures undertaken for mitigation of the negative effects on

the environment and human health.



INFORMATION ON THE CARRIED OUT THE SELF-ASSESSMENT SUMMARISED PER PRIORITY AXIS AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE

ENVIRONMENTAL

Number of projects with expected

ISSUES Expected
(il enwronm«_antal consequences Positive (+) Neutral (0) Negative (-) B .Oth Comments / remarks / undertaken measures
PA /SO consequences are .appr.alsed BRI Environmental | Environmental | Environmental p05|t|ve; and
according to Directive the SEA negative
2001/42/EC) consequences | consequences | consequences (+1-)
It is expected the majority of projects to have rather neutral
effect on the environmental issues concerning Air and Climate.
Air and Climate + 5 8 0 0 Onl'y' two_ projects ]‘oresee ‘measures _that could indirec_tly
positively influence air and climate conditions through planting
of trees, which is expected to have positive impact on the
environment and reducing air pollution.
Some of the projects foresee activities encouraging responsible
PA 1 Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora + 4 6 0 0 behavior of the public in regard to biodiversity, fauna and flora.
SO 11 The rest will have neutral effect.
Water + 1 9 0 0 Almost all projects will have neutral effect on Water issues.
Soil + 1 9 0 0 Almost all projects will have neutral effect on Soil related
issues.
Population and Human Health + 1 9 0 0 Almost all proj_ects will have neutral effect on Population and
Human Health issues.
Cultural/Natural Heritage and Most o_f the prc_>j_ects_ under SO 1.1 foresee activities which v_viII
Landscape + 7 3 0 0 have dlrect_posmve influence through measures for preservation
and protection of cultural and natural heritage and landscape.
The project financed under SO 1.2 is not expected to have any
Air and Climate + 0 1 0 0 effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
influencing air and climate issues.
The project financed under SO 1.2 is not expected to have any
Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora + 0 1 0 0 effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
influencing biodiversity, fauna and flora.
The project financed under SO 1.2 is not expected to have any
PA 1 Water + 0 1 0 0 gffect on that issge since it does not include any activities
SO 1.2 influencing Water issues.
' The project financed under SO 1.2 is not expected to have any
Soil + 0 1 0 0 effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
influencing Soil issues.
The project financed under SO 1.2 is not expected to have any
Population and Human Health + 0 1 0 0 effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
influencing population and human health.
Cultural/Natural Heritage and + 0 1 0 0 The project financed under SO 1.2 includes activities that will
Landscape have neutral effect on cultural/natural heritage and landscape
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PA /SO

ENVIRONMENTAL
ISSUES
(for which the environmental
consequences are appraised
according to Directive
2001/42/EC)

Expected
consequences
according to

the SEA

Number of projects with expected

Positive (+)
Environmental
consequences

Neutral (0)
Environmental
consequences

Negative (-)
Environmental
consequences

Both
positive and
negative

(1)

Comments / remarks / undertaken measures

issues.

PA1
SO13

Air and Climate

+/-

The project financed under SO 1.3 is not expected to have any
effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
addressing air and climate.

Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora

+/-

The project financed under SO 1.3 is not expected to have any
effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
influencing biodiversity, fauna and flora.

Water

+/-

The project financed under SO 1.3 is not expected to have any
effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
addressing Water resources.

Soil

The project financed under SO 1.3 is not expected to have any
effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
addressing quality of Soil.

Population and Human Health

The project financed under SO 1.3 is not expected to have any
effect on that issue since it does not include any activities
influencing population and human health.

Cultural/Natural Heritage and
Landscape

The project financed under SO 1.3 includes activities that will
have neutral effect on cultural/natural heritage and landscape
issues.

PA 2
SO21

Air and Climate

+/-

Specific objective 2.1 is focused on youth’s skills and
entrepreneurship. Therefore, it is expected the projects to have
mainly neutral effect on environmental issues (including Air
and Climate).

Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora

+/-

10

Specific objective 2.1 is focused on youth’s skills and
entrepreneurship. Therefore, it is expected the projects to have
mainly neutral effect on environmental issues (including
biodiversity, fauna and flora).

Water

+/-

10

Specific objective 2.1 is focused on youth’s skills and
entrepreneurship. Therefore, it is expected the projects to have
mainly neutral effect on environmental issues (including water).

Soil

+/-

10

Specific objective 2.1 is focused on youth’s skills and
entrepreneurship. Therefore, it is expected the projects to have
neutral effect on environmental issues (including Soils).

Population and Human Health

One project will positively influence the population and human
health aiming to promote sport activities among young people
and development of accessible public sport infrastructure which
will lead directly to improving the health status of the
population in the area.




ENVIRONMENTAL

Number of projects with expected

ISSUES Expected
(for which the environmental | consequences . — Both
EEBRICIIT (D DICHNS i Sl consequences | consequences | consequences RRTENE
2001/42/EC) g q q (+1-)
The rest of the projects are expected to have neutral effect on
that environmental issue.
Specific objective 2.1 is focused on youth’s skills and
Cultural/Natural Heritage and - 0 10 0 0 entrepreneurship. Therefore, it is expected the projects to have
Landscape neutral effect on environmental issues (including on
cultural/natural heritage and landscape).
Both projects that are financed under SO 2.2 include activities
Air and Climate 0 0 2 0 0 _re!a_te(_j to establishment and development of youth networking
initiatives (soft measures). Therefore the expected consequence
to the six environmental issues is neutral.
It is expected both projects to have neutral effect on that issues
Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora 0 0 2 0 0 since no activities addressing biodiversity, fauna and flora are
foreseen.
PA 2 Water 0 0 2 0 0 I'g is expecte_d_b_oth projects to have neutral effect on that issues
5022 since no activities addressing water resources are foreseen.
' . It is expected both projects to have neutral effect on that issues
Soil 0 0 2 0 0 : L - . .
since no activities addressing quality of soil are foreseen.
It is expected both projects to have neutral effect on that issues
Population and Human Health 0 0 2 0 0 since no activities addressing Population and Human Health are
foreseen.
. It is expected both projects to have neutral effect on that issues
Culturalll}l_egﬁéi:::intage and 0 0 2 0 0 since no activities addressing Cultural/Natural Heritage and
P Landscape are foreseen.
All eight projects under SO 3.1 will have positive effects on air
PA3 . . and climate issues. Joint risk management activities and those
S0 3.1 Air and Climate * 8 0 0 0 related to forest fire prevention will have a strong and direct
positive effect on air quality in the broad areas.
The implementation of the majority of projects will influence
Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora + 5 3 0 0 positively blodlversny, fa_una and_ flgra mamly_ through
measures for reducing the risk of extinction of the river/forest
fauna and flora.
Two out of eight projects will have a positive effect on water
Water + 2 6 0 0 resources through implementation of measures for sewage
treatment and prevention of water pollution.
Soil + 5 6 0 0 Two projects addressmg waste management will have positive
effect on soil preservation.
Population and Human Health + 3 5 0 0 Thr_e<_e projects focused on forest fire prevention will have
positive effects on population and human health.




ENVIRONMENTAL

Number of projects with expected

ISSUES Expected
(for which the environmental | consequences . . Both
EEBRICIIT (D DICHNS i Sl consequences | consequences | consequences RRTENE
2001/42/EC) (+/1-)
Cultural/Natural Heritage and + 2 6 0 0 The majority of projects will have no direct influence on
Landscape cultural/natural heritage and landscape issues.
Both projects under SO 3.2 will positively influence the air and
Air and Climate + 2 0 0 0 climate conditions through implementatic_)n of waste
management measures and measures for reducing the level of
air pollution caused by harmful emissions.
Both projects will have positive effect on biodiversity, fauna
T and flora.  They envisage measures for promotion of
Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora * 2 0 0 0 biodegradable waste management that will indirectly contribute
to conservation of biodiversity, habitats and ecosystems.
PA 3 Bo'_[h projects will have positive_ impact on soil by envisaging
S0 3.2 Water + 2 0 0 0 actions f_or decrease of the pollution of underground waters and
' Joint action plan for waste management.
. The actions foreseen in both projects are expected to have
Soil + 2 0 0 0 . . . - o
positive effect on protecting/improving soil conditions.
Both projects will implement measures to prevent spreading of
Population and Human Health + 2 0 0 0 diseases and pollution thus having a positive effect on
population and human health.
. One of the projects will have indirect positive effect on
Cultural/Natural Heritage and + 1 1 0 0 cultural/natural heritage and landscape by implementation of

Landscape

waste management measures.

SUMMARY of the expected consequences on the six environmental issues based on the answers provided by the Lead partners in the Compatibility Check Sheets

TOTAL Air and climate Biodiversity, Fauna and Water Soil Population and Human Cultural/Natural Heritage
Flora Health and Landscape
+ 13 11 5 5 7 10
- 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 21 23 29 29 27 24
+/- 0 0 0 0 0 0




SUMMARY of the environmental answers from the submitted by Lead partners Compatibility Check Sheets:

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
(for which the environmental
consequences are appraised
according to Directive
2001/42/EC)

Environmental questions / indicators

Answers / Comments

Air and climate

Will the projects have an effect on the reduction of air
pollution?

The strongest positive effect on reduction of air pollution is expected to be achieved
through the successful implementation of the projects activities under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2,
related to environmental protection with focus on risk management, such as: forest fire
prevention and management, reducing air pollution through lower level of landfilling
(waste management), etc. The rest of the projects do not have any direct or have neutral
influence on the reduction of air pollution.

Will the projects have an effect on the reduction of
the GHG emissions?

It is expected projects under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2 to have a positive effect on the reduction of
the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions. Those projects are focused on early detection and
fast extinguishing of fires (i.e. prevention of quick spreading of GHG emissions, reuse of
agriculture manure, proper waste management, etc.) The rest of the projects do not have
any or have neutral influence on reduction of GHG emissions.

Will the projects have an effect on the support of
environmentally friendly transports?

None of the projects approved for financing under the first Call envisage activities related
to transport infrastructure, therefore no effect on the support of environmentally friendly
transport is expected.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
forest fire fight management and prevention?

Projects under SO 3.1, in which activities related to forest fire prevention are envisaged,
will have a strong and direct positive effect on the promotion of forest fire fight
management and prevention.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
responsible behaviour of the public by involving the
citizens into fighting climate change?

Capacity building workshops and events foreseen within projects under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2
will contribute for changing public behavior to sustainable energy use and climate change
issues.

Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora

Will the projects have an effect on the preservation of
biodiversity, habitats and ecosystems and their
services?

The majority of projects do not foresee activities related to preservation of biodiversity,
habitats and ecosystems and respectively will not have any effect on that. Only few of them
under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2 are expected to have some positive long-term effect on
preservation of the existing ecosystems in the targeted area.

Will the projects have an effect on the decrease in
loss of biodiversity?

Some projects under SO 3.1 will have indirect effect on the preservation of biodiversity,
habitats and ecosystems through more effective fire prevention and rescue measures in case
of floods and landslides.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
responsible behaviour of the public by involving the

citizens in protecting biodiversity and natural areas?

Communication and visibility activities, as well as public debates, round tables and public
awareness campaigns foreseen within the projects under SO 3.1 will contribute for
changing public behavior to protecting biodiversity and natural areas.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
(for which the environmental
consequences are appraised
according to Directive
2001/42/EC)

Environmental questions / indicators

Answers / Comments

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
tourism that would ensure high degree of nature
conservation?

None of the projects envisage activities related to high degree of nature conservation
through tourism promotion and respectively will not have any direct effect on that issue.

Water

Will the projects have an effect on the improvement
of ecological and chemical status of water bodies?

The strongest positive effect on ecological and chemical status of water bodies is expected
in projects under SO 3.1, through measures for decrease the pollution of underground
waters, elaboration of action plan for better waste management, improvement of sewage
treatment, etc.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
sustainable use of water resources?

Only projects under SO 3.1 will have a long-term effect on the promotion of sustainable
use of water resources by implementation of joint actions for floods prevention and
awareness-raising campaigns.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
sustainable use of sustainable tourism towards water
resources preservation?

None of projects envisage activities with effect on the promotion of sustainable tourism
addressing water resources.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
responsible behaviour of the public by involving the
citizens into sustainable water use?

None of projects envisage activities with direct effect on the water resources preservation
through awareness-raising campaigns.

Soil

Will the projects have an effect on the preservation of

the soil functionality

Only projects under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2 are expected to limit the process of soil erosion and
to preserve soil functionality through reduction of forest fires.. In addition, one project
under SO 3.2 addressing landfilling issues will lead to enrichment of soils physical and
chemical content and microorganisms.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
sustainable use of soil resource

Only one project under SO 3.2 focused on composting of biodegradable waste will have
direct impact on this issue.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
sustainable tourism towards land preservation?

None of projects envisage activities addressing sustainable tourism towards land
preservation and thus are not expected to show any effect on that.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
responsible behaviour of the public by increasing
education and awareness on soil protection?

Concrete actions envisaged in projects under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2 stimulating responsible
public behavior on risk management and environmental protection by awareness raising
and training initiatives will indirectly promote soil protection.

Population and Human Health

Will the project have an effect on the reduction of
diseases caused by natural hazards?

Taking into account that floods and fires cause material damages and are a prerequisite for
spreading of diseases, all projects under SO 3.1 (addressing flood, fires and disasters
protection measures) have a positive indirect influence on Human health.

Will the project have an effect on the promotion of
controls of environmental related health risks and
hazards?

None of projects envisage activities addressing promotion of controls of environmental
related health risks and hazards and thus are not expected to show any effect on that.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
(for which the environmental
consequences are appraised
according to Directive
2001/42/EC)

Environmental questions / indicators

Answers / Comments

Will the project have an effect on the promotion of
risk prevention and management of natural and man-
made disasters?

All projects under SO 3.1 and 3.2 addressing risk prevention and management of natural
and man-made disasters and nature protection will have positive effect on these issues. The
majority of projects envisage information campaigns for responsible behavior and adequate
reactions of professionals and public bodies in cases of fires and floods.

Will the project have an effect on the promotion of
sustainable waste management to protect human
health?

One project under SO 3.2 removing existing dumpsites will have a direct effect on with the

improving the overall level of environmental conditions and will help protecting citizens’
health.

Will the project have an effect on the promotion of
environmentally-responsible behavior of the public by
involving the citizens into the solution of
environmental problems?

All projects under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2 include awareness raising activities aiming at
involvement of citizens into initiatives addressing different environmental related issues.

Cultural/Natural Heritage and
Landscape

Will the projects have an effect on the protection and
rehabilitation of cultural and natural heritage?

All projects under SO 1.1 and SO 1.3 include activities directly addressing natural and
cultural heritage protection including responsible public behavior and thus they will have
positive effect on those issues. In addition some projects under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2 include
activities indirectly addressing natural heritage protection.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
sustainable management and planning of cultural and
natural landscape?

The majority of projects do not include activities directly related to promotion of
sustainable management and planning of cultural and natural landscape and are expected to
have neutral effect on that. Seven projects under SO 1.1 foresee activities that will
positively influence cultural landscape.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
sustainable use of natural resources towards
sustainable tourism?

Most of the projects under PA 1 are expected to increase the capacity of local communities
for sustainable tourism development through promotion initiatives for protection of natural
and cultural resources.

Will the projects have an effect on the promotion of
responsible behaviour of the public by increasing
education and awareness on heritage and landscape
preservation and protection?

The information campaigns foreseen to be undertaken by all projects under PA1 will raise
awareness of the cultural heritage for tourism development and in that respect will
contribute to increasing the public awareness on heritage and landscape preservation and
protection.
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INFORMATION ON THE MEASURES CONCERNING MONITORING AND CONTROL OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAMME

The table below gives summarised information on the level of achievement of the SEA indicators under the Programme as presented in section 10.1 of the SEA Report. Taking into

consideration the fact that the subsidy contracts were signed in October 2016 and no implementation of activities has started by the end of the year, the annual achievement of the
SEA indicators for 2016 is “0”.

. Target Annual Value Source
D Indicator Measurement value of
(name of indicator) unit 2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023
(2023) data
Total number of reconstructed/restored cultural and historical touristic
Ol111 . . L. Number 15 0 AIRs
objects in the eligible border area
Total number of small scale technical infrastructure, encouraging the
Ol11.2 . ) . Number 15 0 AIRs
visits to the tourist attractiveness
Total number of supported youth-related small-scale infrastructure, and
Ol211 L i ) e Number 15 0 AIRs
training and information facilities
Total number of joint activities aimed at establishing joint early warning
01311 . Number 6 0 AIRs
and disaster management systems
013.1.2 Purchased specialised equipment related to disaster management Number 10 0 AIRs
Total number of supported interventions / investments related to risk
013.1.3 . Number 5 0 AIRs
prevention
Total number of people participated in risk prevention and management
01314 . o Number 600 0 AIRs
training activities
0l13.15 Population benefiting from flood protection measures Persons 580 000 0 AlRs
0Ol 3.1.6 Population benefiting from forest fire protection measures Persons 520 000 0 AIRs
Protected areas/Natura 2000 sites in the border region with EU conform
0l13.21 Number 5 0 AIRs
management plans
Total number of joint interventions, addressing the preservation and
013.2.2 restoration of CBC ecosystems, as well as preservation and Number 12 0 AlRs
improvement of the quality of soils, air and water.
Education and awareness raising joint initiatives, in the field of
013.23 preservation and protection of natural heritage, biodiversity and Number 15 0 AlRs
landscape
Capacity building initiatives, trainings, exchange of experience and
01324 . . . Number 15 0 AlRs
know-how in the field of sustainable use of natural resources
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (IF ANY)

From the result of the self-assessment carried out by beneficiaries, it could be summarized that none of the
projects will have negative effect on any of the six environmental issues. 21 out of the 35 contracted projects
envisage construction works and most of the beneficiaries’ answers show that their projects will have neutral

environmental consequences.
The impact on the different environmental issues is expected to be achieved mainly through measures as follows:

¢  Most favourable air and climate conditions are foreseen to be obtained through the envisaged under SO 3.1
“JOINT RISK MANAGEMENT: To prevent and mitigate the consequences of natural and man-made cross-
border disaster” activities with focus on: forest fire prevention and risk management, reduction of air
pollution (GHG emissions); sustainable use of energy resources and promotion of responsible behavior of
the public. Those projects will contribute to increasing of public knowledge about air pollution and
mitigation climate changes. In addition they will stimulate the creation of responsible behavior of the general
public towards nature protection. The projects under the rest of the Specific objectives will have neutral
influence on the air and climate conditions.

e The expected positive effects on population and human health are also logically linked mainly to the
expected results from the implementation of the projects under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2, while the rest of the
projects show neutral influence on that. Taking into account that floods, fires and illegal dumpsites are a
prerequisite for spreading of diseases, Projects under PA 3 will have a positive indirect influence on human
health. They will stimulate the creation of responsible behavior of the general public towards controls of
environmental and man-made related health risks and hazards.

e Asregards Water issues, all projects except those under SO 3.1 and SO 3.2 will have a neutral or no effect
on the ecological and chemical status of water bodies and resources. The implementation of four projects
under PA 3 (2 under SO 3.1 and 2 under SO 3.2) will ensure a strong positive influence on the water quality
by reducing the pollution of water caused by floods and landfilling. In addition the envisaged promotional
activities indirectly influence responsible public behavior on sustainable use of water resources..

o In reference to the influence of the projects on Biodiversity, Fauna and Flora, most of the projects
activities will have neutral effect as they do not include direct interventions in nature protected sites since
they foresee mainly promotional and capacity building measures such as training courses for conservation
and preservation of natural heritage. The expectations are that activities under PA 3 indirectly affect the
preservation of biodiversity, habitats and ecosystems through fire and rescue measures, as well as waste
management related activities.

e Regarding Soil issues, most of the projects will have neutral effect on the preservation of the soil resources.

One project under SO 3.2 will include measures for better waste management in the cross-border region
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which are expected to have a positive effect on the soil functionality by effective control on the illegal
dumpsites.

e Cultural/Natural heritage and landscape will be positively influenced through the implementation of
investment activities under PA 2 addressing conservation and restoration of cultural and natural sites. In
addition the planned soft measures promoting cultural and natural heritage (including training courses,
cultural fairs/events, informational materials, etc.) will inform the general public on the possible ways for

preservation and protection of cultural and natural heritage.

Following the recommendations given in the Environmental statement, no activities such as "safari" hiking, "off-
routes™ tracking for monitoring of rare and endangered species” are envisaged in the contacted projects. In
addition the proposed investments are in line with the relevant national legislation for the respective type of
construction works (including development of tourism; nature and cultural protection and restoration; waste

management, etc.) and a proper waste water treatment.

As a general conclusion it could be summarised that projects under PA 3 are those expected to have
positive effect on 5 of the environmental issues with the exception of Cultural/Natural heritage and
landscape where the strongest positive effect is expected to be obtained by the implementation of the
projects under PA 1. Projects that include joint risk management and nature protection measures show

most significant positive influence on all six environmental issues and related questions.

All recommendations laid down in the Environmental Statement, issued by the Ministry of Environment
and Water of Bulgaria were strictly followed on every stage of the application, evaluation and selection of
projects for funding under INTERREG-IPA CBC Programme Bulgaria -Serbia.

Given the above, it can be concluded that at the present moment no corrective measures have to be

foreseen since all projects are in conformity with the SEA report expectations and none of them will have a

negative effect on any of the six environmental issues.
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ObIII1M N3BO/IM ! IIPEITIOPBKU (AKO UMA TAKUBA)

Criopen; pe3yiTatuTe OT CaMOOLIEHKaTa, MpoBeleHa OT OeHeduimepuTe, MOXe Ja ce 0000mu, 4e HAMa
MPOEKTH, KOUTO Jia TIOBJIHAAT HETATMBHO BBHPXY KOHTO W Ja € OT IecTTe BhIpoca 3a okomHara cpena. 21 ot 35
JIOTOBOPCHH MPOCKTH MPEIABIKIAT CTPOUTEITHY JCHHOCTH M TIOBEYETO OT OTTOBOPHUTE HAa OeHe(UIIMepUTe covaT, ue

MMPOCKTUTEC UM IIC UMAT HCYTPAJIIHO BB3ACUCTBHUC BBpPXY OKOJIHATa cpcaa.

Bb3nelicTBuETO BBPXY OTACTHUTE ACMEKTH OTHACSIIU C€ A0 OKOJHATa Cpefa Ce OYaKBa Ja Ce H3ITBJIHST

MPEeTUMHO Upe3 MEPKH, KaKTO CIIeBa;

- IloBeyero GuaronpusATHM YCJIOBHS 32 Bb3AyXa M KJAMMATA ce NpPEABIXKAA Aa ObAaT MOCTUIHATH 4pe3
neiicteust o CL 3.1 “CbBMECTHO VYIIPABJIEHUME HA PUCKA: IlpemorBpaTsiBaHe W cMeK4YaBaHe Ha
MOCHACOUIMTE OT HPUPONHM W MNPUYMHEHH OT UYOBEKA TPAHCTPAHWYHU OEACTBUA C HACOYCHOCT KbM:
MPENOTBPATsIBaHE HA TOPCKU MOKapu U YIPaBIeHUE Ha PUCKA, HAMAISABAHE Ha 3aMbPCABAHETO Ha Bb31yXa (EMUCHU
Ha MApHUKOBHU I'a30BH); YCTOMYMBO YIPABJICHUE Ha €HEPTUMHU PECYpPCH M MOOLIPSBAaHE HA OTTOBOPHOTO IMOBEACHHUE
Ha oOmecTBoTo. Te3u MpOeKTH IIe CIOMOTHAT 3a IIOBUINABAaHE HA OCBEIOMEHOCTTa HA XopaTa OTHOCHO
3aMBPCSBAHETO Ha BBb3AyXa M CMEKYaBaHE Ha KIMMATUYHUTE NPOMEHH. B mombiHeHHe Te IIe CTHMYJIHpar
OCBILECTBSIBAHETO HAa OTTOBOPHOTO OTHOLICHHWE Ha INIHPOKaTa OOIIECTBEHOCT CHPSAMO 3alluTa Ha HPUPOJATA.
[IpoexTrTe Mo ocTaHANUTE CIIEUU(PUYHH LEIU MIE UMAT HEYTPAIHO BB3ACUCTBHE CIPSIMO YCIOBHATA HA BB3AyXa H

KimMara.

- O4akBaHOTO MO3UTHUBHO BB3ACHCTBUE CIPSIMO HACEIEHHETO M Y0BEIIKOTO 3/PaBe CHIIO 3a JIOTHYECKH
CBBP3aHO MPEINMHO YpE3 OYAKBAHUTE PE3YJITaTH OT ochliecTBaBaHeTo Ha nmpoektute no CII 3.1 u CI] 3.2, nokxato
M0 OCTaHAINTE IPOEKTH CE OYaKBAT HEYTPAIHU MOCHeACcTBUs. Biemaiiku mpenBua Qaxra, de HaBOIHEHHUSATA,
MOKapuTe U HE3aKOHHUTE CMETHILA ca MPEAIOCTaBKH 3a paslpocTpaHsBaHe Ha Oonectu, npoekture mo [10 3 me
MMaT HENpAKO TO3WTUBHO BB3ACHCTBHE BBPXY UYOBEIIKOTO 37paBe. Te Ie HachpyaT OCHIIECTBABAHETO Ha
OTTOBOPHOTO OTHONICHHE Ha IIMPOKAaTa OOLIECTBEHOCT CHPSMO YNPaBICHHETO Ha MPHUPOJHUA M MPUYHHEHH OT

YOBCKa 3aIljyIaXxu 3a 3JpaB€TO U 66}1CTBI/IH.

- OTHOCHO BBIpOCa 3a BOAUTE, BCUUKM NpoekTH ocBeH Te3u mo CII 3.1 m 3.2 me umar HeyTpaleH Win
HUKaKbB e(heKT M0 €KOJIOTUYHHUTE YCIOBUS U XUMHUYHHUS ChCTAB Ha BOJHHUTE OOEKTH M pecypcH. V3ITbIHEeHHETO Ha
yetupu nipoekta no [10 3 ( aBa mo CLJ 3.1 u aBa o CI 3.2 ) 1me ocUTypsT CHITHO TTO3UTHBHO BB3/ICHCTBHE CIIPSMO
KadecTBOTO Ha BOJIaTa Ype3 HaMaJIABaHE HA 3aMbPCIBAHETO, IPUIMHEHO ¥ HABOJHEHHS M CMETHIIa. B gombiHeHue,
MIpeBUCHAUTE JEHHOCTH IIIe MMAT HETIPSIKO Bb3/IEHCTBIE KbM OTTOBOPHOTO OTHOIIIEHHE HA OOIIECTBEHOCTTA CIPSMO

YCTOMYMBOTO NIOTPEOICHHE HA BOJHU PECYPCH.
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- BeB BpB3Ka ¢ BB3IEHCTBHETO Ha NpoekTuTe 1o buoopasnooOpasme, payHa m ¢uiopa, moBeyeTo OT
JNEHHOCTUTE M0 IMPOCKTHTE IIe MMaT HeyTpayleH edeKT, Thi KaTo He ce MpPEABIKAAT ACHHOCTH B 3allUTEHH
TEPUTOPHH, a MPEAMMHO TAKWBA C LNl OCBEJOMEHOCT M MEPKH 32 M3rpakAaHe Ha KamauuTeT, Hamp. OOy4YHUTEeITHH
KypCOBe€ 3a Olla3BaHe Ha IPUPOJHOTO HacuencTBo. OuakBaHusATa ca, ue AeiHocTd 1o 110 3 me Bb3aelicTBaT HENPSIKO
BBPXY ONAa3BaHETO Ha OMOOpa3HOOOPa3HeTO, XaOUTATUTE M EKOCUCTEMHUTE Upe3 CIAaCUTEIHH MEPKH U MEpPKU IMpH

IMOoXapu, KakToO 1 I[eﬁHOCTPI 110 YIIpaBJICHUC HA OTIIAAbLIUTC.

- OtHOCHO MMOYBUTEC, IMOBCUCTO IMMPOCKTU IIC MMAT HCYTPAJICH e(i)eKT IO Ola3BaHEC Ha MOYBEHHUTE PECypPCH.
Enun IIPOCKT I10 C]_[ 32 1€ BKJIKOYMW MCEPKH 3a HO-I[O6pO YHOpaBJICHUC HA OTHAABUUTC B TPAHCIPAHUYHUSA PETHOH,
KOHTO C€ O4YaKBa Ja UMAT IIO3UMTHBHO BB3ACHUCTBHEC Ha (bYHKHI/IOHaJ'IHOCTTa Ha MMOYBHUTEC YpC3 e(i)eKTI/IBCH KOHTPOJI Ha

HC3aKOHHHUTC CMCTHIIIA.

- Bepxy KyJATYpHOTO / NPUPOAHOTO HACIAEACTBO M JaHamadra e uMa MO3UTHBHO BB3JICHCTBHE Upe3
M3IIBIHCHUETO HAa WHBECTUIMOHHUTE aeiHocTH 1o [1O 2, oTHacAI ce A0 ONa3BaHETO M BH3CTAHOBABAHETO HA
KYJITYpPHU U MPUPOJHU OOCKTH. B JOIIbIIHEHUE TUTAHUPAHUTE MEKUA MEPKH, MOJIIOMAraiiy KyJITYpPHO U MPHPOJIHO
HaCJIEACTBO ( BKJI. OOy4YeHHS, KypCOBE, KYIATYPHU ChOUTHS, MHOOPMALIMOHHM MaTEpPHaU U Jp.) Iie UHGOopMHupaT

06H1€CTBCHOCTT21 3a Bb3MOXHHUTC HAYWHHU 3a OIIa3BaHC U 3alllUTa Ha KYJITYPHOTO U IIPUPOAHO HACIICACTBO.

Criope]1 mpernopbKUTE MPEIOCTaBEHU B CTaHOBHINETO 3a OKOJIHA cpenia, ICHHOCTH KaTo ,,cadapu’ TypU3bM,
,»O0(-poyn” TpeKUHT 3a HAOJIOaBaHEe HAa PEJKU M 3aCTPAIllCH!d BUOBE HE ca MPEABUICHU B JIOTOBOPECHUTE MPOCKTH.
B nombiiHeHUe, NPEUIOKEHUTE HHBECTHIIMU Ca B ChOTBETCTBUE C HAI[MOHAIHOTO 3aKOHOATEICTBO 3a ChOTBETHHUTE
BHUJIOBE CTPOUTENHU pabOTH (BKII. T€3U, CBbP3aHU C PA3BUTHETO Ha Typ3MMa, KOHCEpBaIUsI Ha KYJITYPHO U IPUPOIHO

HAaCJIEACTBO, yIIPaBJIeHNE Ha OTIAIBITUTE U JIP.)

B 3akirouenne, Moxke na ce 0000mu, ye npoexkrure mo IO 3 ca Te3u, M0 KOUTO ce OYAKBA Ja MMa
MOJIOKUTEHO Bh3/leiicTBHE BHPXY 5 acnmeKkTa Mo OKoJHATa cpena ¢ u3kiawdenue Ha Kyarypuo / Ilpupoano
HACJIEeACTBO M JaHAMA(T, KbIETO HAN-CUJIHO Bb3/eliCTBHE ce 0YAKBA 1a UMA U3MbJEHUETO HA MPOEKTUTE MO
O 1. IIpoexTUTe, BKJIYBAIIN CHBMECTHO YNPaBJIeHHE HA PUCKA U 3al[UTAa HA MPUPOAATA, MOKA3BAT Ha¥i-
3HAYMTEJHO MO3UTHBHO Bb3JeiiCTBHE BbPXY IIECTTE ACMEKTAa 32 OKOJHATA CPela M BbIPOCHTE CBLP3aHM C

Hes.

Bcuuky TpenopbKH, YNOMEHATH B CTAaHOBHMIIETO MO €KOJOTMYHA OIeHKA MW M3rOTBEHH OT
MMuHHCTEPCTBOTO HA OKOJIHATA cpea M BoauTe Ha PenmyOoanka Buiarapusi, ca CTPHKTHO CMAa3eHH BbB BCEKH
eTan Ha KaHIHJIATCTBaHe, OIEHKA W MOJ00P HA NMPOEKTHUTE, NMPeNJI0:KeHH 3a puHaHcupaHe 1o ,IIporpama 3a

TpaHcrpannyHo cbTpyaHudecTBo Interreg — UIII buarapus — Copous 2014 — 2020 r.*.
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Kato ce uma nmpeaBu ropensJsioxKeHoTO, MOKe Ja ce 3aKJII0YH, Ye KbM HACTOSIIIHMSA MOMEHT He € Heo0X0AuMo
npeAnpueMaHe Ha KOPEeKTHMBHH MEpPKH, Thil KaTO BCHYKH NPOEKTH, NMpeloxkeHH 3a (PUHAHCHpaHe IO
mbpBata IlokaHa, ca B CbOTBeTCTBHE ¢ OYAKBAHUATA M0 oT4YeTa 32 EO M HMTO eiMH OT TAX HAMA /1a OKa)e

HEraTuBCH e(l)eKT BBbPXY OKOJ/JIHATA Cpela X MOCTABCHUTE IIECT €KOJOIHYHU aCIEeKTAa.
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